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Repentance 
 
 
In the judgment there is only one criterion and that is whether the sinner has accepted Christ to stand 
before the court in His place. We accept Him, and His life, which is above reproach, is accepted in place 
of our own. This is the essential thing to understand about the judgment. And yet it is not the only thing. 
Accepting Christ is a starting point. It is a new beginning--a new birth. Once we have been born into 
Christ we must "become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ" (Eph 4:13). One 
part of growing up in Christ involves having a changed attitude toward sin. 
 
Repentance is that process by which we acknowledge that God's opinion of our sins is right. As we do 
this our own attitude toward them becomes changed and assimilates to His. This is not something to take 
for granted. On one level it is true that an unregenerate person can know that his actions are wrong (see 
Rom 1:18-20). Did not Paul himself say, "Who will rescue me from this body of death?" (Rom 7:24)? He 
could not help himself but realized that his condition was one which required help. Then of course he was 
converted and had the glorious experience of Rom 8.  
 
But wait! What kind of experience is it which brings a person to such an intense awareness of how sinful 
sin is? "The closer you come to Jesus, the more faulty you will appear in your own eyes; for your vision 
will be clearer, and your imperfections will be seen in broad and distinct contrast to His perfect nature. 
This is evidence that Satan's delusions have lost their power; that the vivifying influence of the Spirit of 
God is arousing you" (Ellen G. White, Steps to Christ, p. 50). I submit that, at the time described in Rom 
7, Paul was in fact a very deeply converted person (see Hardy, "The Human Nature of Christ in View of 
Rom 8:3 and 1 Cor 15:45, Historicism No. 21/Jan 90, pp. 15-19).  
 
If what Ellen White says in the above quotation is true, the only time in our experience when we can look 
at ourselves and see holiness is when we do not have any. The process of attaining to holiness (see 
1 Thess 3:13; 4:3) is that process of maturation by which our opinion of ourselves is gradually brought 
into harmony with that of the heavenly court. By this process we come to see ourselves more and more 
clearly as we really are and thus come to share the court's exalted opinion of Christ (see Dan 7:14). 
When we do, there is nothing we need fear from standing before it.  
 
 

Book Recommendation 
 
Through my daughter I recently became acquainted with a book on the sanctuary that I would here like to 
recommend to all my readers. It is entitled, When God Lived in a Tent, by Susan Davis (Nashville: 
Southern Publishing Association, 1978). Although published as a children's book the small words convey 
large insights. Any adult who wants a balanced introduction to this difficult topic in 32 short pages will 
benefit from it. And yes, it is great for kids too. Highly recommended. 
 
 
 


